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Our identity statement: 
     We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.  As part of the one body of Christ we           
   welcome all to the Lord’s Table as God has welcomed us. 

 
540 Washington Street 

Weston, Missouri  64098 
Office—(816) 640-2846 

WestonChristianChurch@gmail.com 
Website:  westonchristian.org 

 

Sunday Service ~ 10:30 am 

weston 
christian 

church 
(Disciples of Christ) 

A note from Cindy... 
 
I find myself using the word “challenging” to describe these 
times.  Challenging to our sense of safety.  Challenging to our 
job security.  Challenging to our faith walk . . . as we wonder 
to ourselves:  “Dear God, what does this pandemic mean?” 
 
Clearly we will be unpacking all these challenges for quite 
some time.  My words to you today, during this time of chal-
lenge are focused on our faith - and how our faith can inform 
and guide us in these times.  I keep returning to Psalm 90:12:  
“So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise 
heart.”  The Psalmist is noting that there is wisdom to be 
gained in being aware and thoughtful about our own mortali-
ty.  In general, we know this.  But in these times, there is an 
urgency in paying attention.   
 
This is not a doom and gloom kind of thinking.  Rather, it is a 
part of our spiritual challenge right now.  All of our days on 
this earth are limited - so how are we making the best of this 
life that God has given us? 
 
This morning I was sitting by the window, looking at our 
crabapple tree just beginning to bloom.  And in the midst of 
all the branches I heard a cacophony of bird song.  Who are 
these birds?  I didn’t immediately recognize them.  I got out 
my bird books and found that they were cedar waxwings, fair-
ly rare for this part of the country, but occasionally spotted 
feeding on seed bearing shrubs and trees in the spring.  I 
watched them with amazement and gratitude.  And after an 
hour or so they all disappeared.   In those moments, and in 
this day, I am still thanking God for the gift of this rare sight-
ing - the sound of their birdsong - the delight they took in 
gobbling down the tiny apples on each branch.  They are 
God’s gift to me in this day.    
 
I am thanking God for all those of you who have stepped up 
to make masks . . . for all those who have called upon our 
neighbors and friends who are especially isolated and made 
the time to talk and listen.  I am grateful for the fact that the 
Holy Saturday prayer vigil is completely filled up this year, 
with at least 10 brand new households participating!  I am 
grateful for the suggestion that we will be joining other area 
churches in some serious bell ringing on Easter morning!  I 
am deeply grateful for all the technology assistance in setting 
up Zoom meetings and live Worship services.  I am moved by 
our talented music ministry, which keeps devising new ways 
to bring us song and joy.  I am humbled and grateful to all 
those who have sent me a message of care,  letting me know 
they are praying for me too.   
 
Easter joy?  Yes indeed!  Gratitude for this fragile gift of life?  
Certainly.   Aware, more than ever, of small gifts of kindness?  
I hope so.  This is my prayer for each of you.  Stay healthy.  Of 
course.  But stay grateful and aware of all the gifts hidden 
within these days.    
 
Blessings, 
Cindy 

Notes from Melissa... 
Greetings Weston Christian Church, 

These past few weeks I have been reaching out to our church 
community by phone, email and text.  I was concerned about 
the affects the Corona Virus safety implementations were 
having on our congregation.  During our conversations I was 
listening for any signs of stress or worry.  I wanted to be pre-
sent to comfort and support you.  Naturally, there were a few 
people who expressed concerns but everyone I spoke with 
was positive.  We shared conversations about flower and veg-
etable gardens.  We talked about deep cleaning or organiza-
tional projects.   One member described how her weekly Pi-
nochle club was able to meet “on line.”  Everyone trying to 
find ways to adjust to our “new norm” by making the best of 
the situation.   

We find ourselves dealing with an unseen enemy.  Yet, we are 
coping. 

We are disappointed that many of the activities we enjoy may 
be postponed.   We are saddened by knowing that goals we 
have achieved may not be acknowledged or celebrated as in 
years past.  We are frustrated at the lack of support we are 
able to give and receive because we are separated from those 
we love. 

It seems almost insurmountable, but Church listen...it’s 
not.   Now is the time to see the glass half full.   Relish the 
time you have to spend with your immediate family and use it 
to develop a deeper understanding of each other.  Utilize this 
time to be productive.   Savor these moments to reflect and 
meditate on God’s word.  Appreciate the opportunity to sleep 
and restore your body.  

Time spent alone often inspires us.   It’s in the silence that we 
are finally able hear our inner voice.  

Plan and prepare because when this season is over, there will 
be opportunities that will lead us down pathways we could 
have never imagined.  Most importantly, give thanks.  Let 
your voices raise in praise as you celebrate what the Lord has 
done and is doing through this situation.  

Church stay strong, stay focused and keep listening for the 
birds. 

 
Melissa 

“The Peace of Wild Things” 

By Wendell Berry 
 

When despair for the world grows in me 
and I wake in the night at the least sound 

in fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be, 
I go and lie down where the wood drake 

rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron 
feeds. 

I come into the peace of wild things 
who do not tax their lives with forethought 

of grief. I come into the presence of still water. 
And I feel above me the day-blind stars 

waiting with their light. For a time 
I rest in the grace of the world, and am free. 
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Holy Week Worship and Prayer Opportunities 
 

April 5th: Palm Sunday 
 

April 9th: Maundy Thursday Service, 7 pm via Zoom 
 

April 11th: Holy Saturday Prayer Vigil in your homes 
 

April 12th: Easter Sunday Service, 10:30 am via Zoom 

From the Music Department 
 
 
We miss being with you all in the 
church building to worship each week.  
We really thank the crew for providing 

online capabilities so we can, at least, worship together virtu-
ally. 
 
Be assured that the choir members are still singing in the 
shower on an almost daily basis, our instrumentalists are re-
hearsing on a semi-rigid schedule and I continue to wave my 
arms frantically at least two times a week.  We’ll be in shape 
to return. 
 
We look forward to giving glory to God through music on a 
Sunday in the not- too- distant future. 
Be safe and stay well.  Jeff 
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