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A note from Cindy… 
 

“We could spend our whole 
lives waiting for someone to 
apologize or take responsibility 
for how they hurt us before we 
decide to let go.  But the prob-
lem with that scenario is, we’ve 
made someone else in charge 
of how and when we heal.  If 
we truly want to break a cycle 
and heal, we have to forget 
about what the other person is 
or isn’t doing, and focus entire-
ly on our own pro-
cess.”  (ThirdEyeThoughts) 
 
Then Peter came and said to 
him, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, 
how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said 
to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. - 
Matthew 18: 20-22 
 
Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know 
what they are doing.’ And they cast lots to divide his clothing. - 
Luke 23: 34 
 
It’s September and the earliest beginnings of fall.  In the cycle 
of the seasons, the autumn season is one of great beauty.  It is 
also as much of a beginning for many of us as the new year in 
January.  We send our kids back to school and we measure 
time and achievements by these school years. Fall is also the 
beginning of our spiritual practice of coming to terms with 
death - and yes, resurrection. We can’t escape what is happen-
ing in the natural world.  It’s a mirror held up before us. 
 
The one spiritual practice I recommend for this early autumn 
season is the ongoing work of forgiveness.  So much of what I 
hear in the voices of those I serve is a lament about non-
forgiveness.  “I just can’t let it go.  My life has been forever 
altered by (fill in the blank) person who has wronged me.” 
 
Or sometimes it is not just a lament, it is a low simmering an-
ger:  “I have never recovered from how I was treated by (fill in 
the blank) person.  Their mistreatment of me still hangs on.  I 
didn’t deserve it and I have never been able to set it aside.” 
 
These smoldering resentments may not be limited to specific 
persons.  The “Church” is one of the targets of a certain rage.  
The “Government” in our current times is blamed and targeted 
for its inadequacies and how it has inflicted pain.  And it’s true, 
institutions as well as individual persons can be the cause of 
our lingering fury.  But here’s the rub:  As we continue to hold 
on to our wounds, we also unconsciously inflict pain upon 
others.   
 
Simply put:  It is time to practice what nature is showing us.  
Let the leaves fall.  Accept that the cycle of dying and rising 
must begin with some dying.  Among the most striking words 
of Jesus came from the cross:  “Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they are doing.”  
 
(continued on pg. 2) 

From the  
Music Department... 

 
Historically, the choir takes the 
summer off.  Well, as you know, the 
choir has taken most of the last 2 ½ 

years off.  The men’s section sang a Sunday in August.  The 
women’s section of the choir has not able to rehearse due to 
vacations and illnesses.  They will be back, just don’t know 
when. They tell me they are singing in the shower to keep in 
shape. 
 
Reuter Organ Company has completed the upgrade and re-
turned/installed our pipe organ. There is one rank of pipes we 
didn’t get when we purchased the organ in 1978 because we 
didn’t have enough money.  The organ was designed for this 
rank.  The cost for that set of pipes is $11,946.  Donations to-
ward purchasing this rank of pipes are greatly appreciated. 

Harvesters  
Food Pick-Up Truck 

 
If you or someone you know is in need 
of help affording nutritious food, the 
Harvesters Food Pick-Up truck is in 
Weston the 3rd Friday of each month 
(this month, September 16th) from 

1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.  The truck will be at 300 Main Street 
(City Hall).   
 
While the scheduled hours are 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m., it will 
often start earlier, depending on how quickly they can get it 
unloaded and organized.   

APPLE DUMPLING 
SEASON IS  
HERE 
 

The Apple Dumpling Gang is ready to ride again.   
Come ONE, Come ALL!  Bring your friends! 

 
Apple dumpling production will be held on the last three Sat-
urdays in September.  Even if you can’t be there for the entire 
time, come join the fun and help.  Long hair needs to be tied 
back or under a cap. 
 

September 10th ~ September 17th ~ September 24th 
8:30 a.m. to approximately 1:00 p.m. with lunch provided  

 
Weston’s Apple Fest is October 1st and 2nd with set-up most 
likely on Friday, September 30th in the late afternoon. 
 
This is a HUGE fundraiser for the church and is the biggest 
draw for Apple Fest that they have!  Plus, it is a great oppor-
tunity to get to know others in the congregation.  And having 
the skills for making apple dumplings looks great on a résumé 
or curriculum vitae.  These are also great community service 
hours for students!  Please put this on your calendar and 
watch for more information in the coming weeks.   
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We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world. 
As part of the one body of Christ, we welcome all to the Lord’s Table as God has welcomed us. 

Our Vision 
To be a faithful, growing church, that demonstrates true community, deep Christian spirituality and a passion for justice. 

– Micah 6:8 
Our Mission 

To be and to share the Good News of Jesus Christ, witnessing, loving and serving from our doorsteps “to the ends of the earth.” 
– Acts 1:8 

Our Confession 
As members of the Christian Church, We confess that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, 

and proclaim him Lord and Savior of the world. 

 
Meetings are held at  

Church of the Nazarene, 19495 County 
Road H, Weston, MO 64098, three times 
per month on the first, third and fourth 

Thursdays from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm.    
westonmoafg@gmail.com 

(Contact person: Victoria C.  -  
816-308-9730) 

 

(A Note from Cindy continued from pg. 1) 

 
I am convinced that one of the best ways to make our world 
better is to do this spiritual work of forgiving.  Forgiving our-
selves.  Forgiving our parents.  Forgiving our ancestors.  Forgiv-
ing the bullies of the world.  Forgiving our siblings.  Forgiving 
the friends who just didn’t get it about us.  Forgiving as soon 
as we are aware that we are holding on to our self righteous-
ness like a shield, like a weapon we are poised to use against 
the next person who crosses us.   
 
“How many times must I forgive?” Peter asks Jesus.  “Seventy 
times seven,” Jesus answers.  In other words:  always.  The 
world needs exactly this from us right now.     
 
Cindy 

“Thank you Program Committee for the  
“Something More Concert.”  I enjoyed the comedi-
enne and really appreciated her surgical experience.  

A WOW moment.  The musicians did a wonderful 
performance.  Singing could not have been better.  
Melissa’s explanations of her songs were inspiring 
and spiritual.  Appreciate all the work that went in 

for food and presentation. 

 

“The phrase is simple and the words are few, but be-
hind them is a whole lot of appreciation.  Thank you 
to all the musicians and the delightful comedienne.     

 
From all of us who enjoyed the “Something More 

Concert” performance!  Would like to see lots more! 
 

NOTES OF THANKS... 
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