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A note from Cindy...

Invest in the millennium. Plant sequoias.
Say that your main crop is the forest
that you did not plant,
that you will not live to harvest.
—Wendell Berry

The new year is a time for looking to the future - and in our
best efforts - it means we take the long view. We are not nec-
essarily programmed to think this way. | encourage you to
take a few moments, after reading through this to ask: “What
do you think God has in mind for our church? For this particu-
lar community in 2024? What is God asking of us that perhaps
we might not have heard before?”

It has been my privilege and honor to serve you these past few
years. It does not seem possible that | am embarking on my
fifth year with you! We have come through some tangled
places together - especially the months of Covid and our many
decisions about how to keep people safe. You have been gra-
cious and flexible, even when we have not all agreed on the
best course of action. | pray that this flexibility and trust is
something we can count on for the future.

We have welcomed many new faces and for this we are espe-
cially grateful. The energy and enthusiasm of this new life has
prompted us to listen more carefully to the Spirit who is work-
ing in all people. As a result, | see we are more committed to
outreach into the larger community. We are more committed
than ever to our young people and nurturing their faith. We
are invested in planning good worship experiences that work
to meet the spiritual needs of a broader range of people. We
are studying Scripture together and having countless "Aha”
moments - where God shows up with humor and with wisdom.
| want to thank each of you for your participation and your
enthusiasm for all these many efforts. | daily sense God mov-
ing with grace and power in our midst.

So - pray with me: “Dear God, what is next for us? What do
You call us to in our desire to serve You and profess Your love?
What does this look like for us? For me? For you? Guide us
with Your grace as we explore these questions. We are listen-
ing. Amen.”

Next time a resentment, negativity, or irritation comes into
your mind, and you want to play it out or attach to it, move
that thought or person literally into your heart space because
such commentaries are almost entirely lodged in your head.

There, surround it with silence (which is much easier to do in
the heart). There, it is surrounded with blood, which will often
feel warm like coals. In this place, it is almost impossible to
comment, judge, create story lines, or remain antagonistic. You
are in a place that does not create or feed on contraries but is
within the natural organ of life, embodiment, and love. Love
lives and thrives in the heart space. It has kept me from want-
ing to hurt people who have hurt me. It keeps me every day
from obsessive, repetitive, or compulsive head games. It can
make the difference between being happy and being miserable
and negative.

Could this be what we are really doing when we say we are
praying for someone? Yes, we are holding them in our heart
space. Do it in an almost physical sense, and you will see how
calmly and quickly it works. -Richard Rohr

Blessings,
Cindy
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All current deacons and elders are invited to participate in a
short mini-retreat on Saturday morning, January 20th, from
9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.. This will be a time of prayer and dis-
cernment for our church. Those deacons and elders who are
not currently on the serve list are also invited to attend - but
the focus will be on those who are active now.

Worship Committee

This dedicated group is putting together some
new ideas for the future. The goal is to create
weekly worship services that are meaningful and
engaging. This church is deeply fortunate to
have so many talented musicians and will con-
tinue to call forth their skills and their ability to
help us pray. Many thanks for all their creative
e efforts.

Special Olympics Kansas is holding their 2024
Winter Games in Weston on February 1, 2024.

If you would like to learn more about
how you individually, or WCC as a
church, can get involved with this op-
portunity please contact Kristen Nett,
Community Engagement Coordinator
for Special Olympics Kansas. They are
in need of volunteers for the day to
support these wonderful athletes as
they compete.

Special
ODilympics
Kansas

Kristen’s contact information is 913-600-2247, ext. 106,
and her email is nettk@soks.org

Al-Anon Family Groups

Help and hope for families and friends of alcoholics

Mondays, 7:00 p.m. at 409 S. 7th St. (downstairs-north door)
Leavenworth, Kansas

Separate local group via Zoom
meetings:
Mondays at Noon
Text Nikki at 816-686-7170 for login credentials

Bristol Manor

We are blessed to have a blos-
soming relationship with resi-
dents at Bristol Manor, senior liv-
ing center. Pastor Cindy conducts
a Bible study twice a month on Wednesday afternoons. In ad-
dition, one of our members has been donating time weekly to
play games and assist with putting together puzzles, and an-
other member is back to doing chair exercises on a regular
basis with the residents. In December our entire church com-
munity participated in a Christmas lunch and gift giving. If you
are interested in giving your time to this great ministry, please
let Pastor Cindy know of your interest. All skills and good
hearts welcome!

PBristol Manor
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Note of Thanks

Micah Ministry

We are back to volunteering to serve §0 Many thanks for your Christmas

monetary gift to me.

meals and hand out donated clothing It h iated
was much appreciated.

items. Our next volunteer night will be

Monday, January 8th, 4:30 - 7 p.m. Let Janet
our Children’s Director know if you are Minis
able to help. In addition, Micah is ask- [ESEHEREARES

WALK HUMBLY.

ing for pill bottles and products to fill
them (shampoo, conditioner, hand soap),
plastic bags and toilet paper.

Each new year, we have
Faith never knows where it is being led, before us a brand new book
but it loves and knows the One who is containing 365 blank pages.
leading. Let us fill them with all
the forgotten things from
last year—the words we
forgot to say, the love we
forgot to show, and the
Oswald Chambers charity we forgot to offer.

PEGGY TONEY HORTON
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We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.
As part of the one body of Christ, we welcome all to the Lord’s Table as God has welcomed us.
Our Vision
To be a faithful, growing church, that demonstrates true community, deep Christian spirituality and a passion for justice.
— Micah 6:8
Our Mission
To be and to share the Good News of Jesus Christ, witnessing, loving and serving from our doorsteps “to the ends of the earth.”
—Acts 1:8
Our Confession
As members of the Christian Church, We confess that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God,
and proclaim him Lord and Savior of the world.
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